Fecundability and its relation to age in a sample of Taiwanese women.
Abstract In this paper reliable estimates of mean fecundability at marriage for a sample of heterogeneous Taiwanese women are obtained by using a set of data collected retrospectively. The effects of 'truncation bias' and 'memory bias' are estimated by studying the relationships between mean fecundability and the duration of marriage. Then the variations in fecundabilities by age at marriage are studied. The data are taken from an intensive fertility survey of married women between the ages of 20 and 39 conducted in Taichung city of Taiwan towards the end of 1962 prior to a year-long family planning action programme. Fecundability, the probability of conception in the absence of contraception, is estimated by using a Type I geometric model and is estimated from the observed distribution of first pregnancy intervals-the period between the onset of marriage and the beginning of first conception. The estimated fecundability level relatively free from truncation and memory bias is 195±3 per 1.000 women. The fecundability level increases with wife's age at marriage (up to 25) independently of its association with the duration of marriage.